
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

November 1, 2016 
 

  9:00 AM Commissioners’ Staff Meeting  

10:00 AM Update-Sheriff’s Office 

10:30 AM Update- Long Term Recovery Group-Kathy Powers 

10:30 AM Update Sheriff’s Office 

11:00 AM Update Public Works – Josh Thomson 

  1:30 PM CANCELLED Discussion – Parent to Parent Program, OBHC – Skip Rosenthal  

  2:30 PM Discussion – MOU General Rule 31.1 District Court, Judge Short 

  4:30 PM Approve Consent Agenda 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on November 1, 2016, 

with Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Ray Campbell, , and Laleña Johns, Clerk of the 

Board present. Commissioner Sheilah Kennedy away attending personal business 

 

Commissioners convened at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Commissioner DeTro attending personal business will arrive shortly. 

 

Commissioners’ Staff Meeting  

Albert Lin, Tanya Craig, Debi Hilts, Perry Huston 

 

Items discussed: Update on water laws, current litigation; HR recruitments were discussed; 

open enrollment stuff ready waiting for Premera to state what the increase will be, Dental did not 

go up, PEBB is going up, A 20% increase for Premera, Cheat sheets with changes and costs 

differences, preparing for successions in several elected official’s offices; Agriplex events 

Hallelujah Festival attendance and clean up. 

 

CANCELLED Update-Sheriff’s Office 

 

Motion Adjourn BOCC Convene Tonasket EMS District 

Commissioner Campbell moved to adjourn as the Board of County commissioners and 

Convene as the Tonasket EMS District.  Motion was seconded and carried. 

 

Mr. Huston presented TEMS vouchers to be paid.  

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve Tonasket EMS District vouchers in the amount of 

$12,511.61 as noted on the voucher certification. Motion was seconded. All were in favor. 

Motion carried. 
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Commissioner Campbell moved to adjourn as the Tonasket EMS District and reconvene as the 

BOCC. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Update- Long Term Recovery Group-Kathy Powers 

Kathy Power, Maurice Goodall 

 

Ms. Power explained her reason for the meeting. She would like discuss extending the 2015 

waiver of the landfill tipping fees for both building debris and clean up debris for those affected 

by the 2015 fire. The CDR group did 90 sites burned by the 2015 fire, another group did 40 

other sites with 20 new sites being identified for cleanup. She would like the county to extend 

the 2015 landfill tipping fee waiver. She needs it to run until June as the LTRG will be building at 

that time. She believes the amount of tipping has become less and less but there is still a need.  

 

Mr. Goodall explained the FEMA reimbursements ended Sept 1, 2016 and up until that time we 

were getting reimbursed for those considerations. Any fees waived would be the responsibility 

of the county from that date forward. In September, $700 of debris was tipped and less in 

October that was waived. The current waiver is for both construction and clean up debris and 

terminates December 31, 2016. The county should also be cautious of the cost. The window for 

getting reimbursed costs from the 2014 fire is likely closed. Mr. Goodall’s theory is to consider 

the safety and health of the citizens first and with the construction phase work it would fall out of 

his purview of a safety issue. He would have to leave it up to the commissioners to make that 

call as there is no longer a safety issue with the building construction. Some questions come to 

mind for the individual clean up and building of the houses as to whether or not a safety issue 

would exist in those situations if the county did not otherwise provide the waiver. Ms. Power 

replied the people have neither cleaned up, she would not put crews on a project without first 

making sure of safety training. The landfill was used for two years for the 2014 fire and with the 

2015 the waiver was only approved over one year time. Commissioner Campbell stated there 

were many volunteers helping with the 2014 fire and for the 2015 fire there just were as many 

people helping to recover. Commissioner Campbell stated we had to be sure to keep the 

expenses separate.  

 

Mr. Goodall stated he believed FEMA was contacted to extend the period but he believed that 

was not granted.  

 

Ms. Power stated some people who had a junk yard before the fire which burned are now 

asking for site clean-up and those of the groups they are saying no to. The people they are 

helping have true fire related debris. It should not be a lot of heavy debris. The heavy debris 

usually does not go to the landfill but rather is recycled when possible.  

 

Ms. Power explained the work of the volunteers. A group of young people really worked hard to 

repair and replace fencing in the burned areas. The board will consider the request after  

 

Update Public Works – Josh Thomson 
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Engineer Thomson provided the board with his agenda and information on the Annual 

construction Program 

 

Maintenance or Roads 

Focus is on grading the roads and screening sand for winter sand mix.  

 

The Moses Meadows road project has been delayed due to wet conditions which have caused 

the road to be impassible at times. The lower part nearest Aeneas valley has a spot developing 

that will be addressed. Public Works does not want to haul anything on the road in these 

conditions. It go wet before it was compacted. The winter freeze will help.  

 

Annual Construction Program Adoption before budget is adopted.  

 

The majority of the bridges project, sign projects will be completed in 2017.  

 

The board reviewed the construction program list. Engineer Thomson explained the projects 

listed. If it wasn’t on the program we can add it, so we are not tied to what is listed on program 

list. He asked the board for additions. We also need to turn in a list of equipment that we intend 

to replace. A list was provided to the board for review. Some of the equipment might be slated 

for additional repairs in which case those will be retained. Grader Shoulder spreader is on the 

list to purchase as it is more effective than the other truck spreaders. He thought we might rent 

one and try it out first before purchasing. Commissioner Campbell asked about other 

maintenance issues that would not necessarily be on this list but rather on our preventative 

maintenance list.  

 

Zack Claussen from Conconully called Engineer Thomson and requested the county pave 

certain streets in the city that are not currently paved. Engineer Thomson stated the city would 

need something else besides a double layer of BST, as that won’t last long. He believes this 

would be considered a Public Work as the road is not currently paved. He needs to know 

whether or not the county can do this for them. Engineer will check into it if the board would like 

to help the City. Commissioner DeTro and Campbell were in favor of helping the cities as long 

as the city pays the associated costs incurred by the county public works.  

 

Columbia River Road status was provided. They are going to build an MSC wall with straps and 

that is their plan. The last thing is the contractor is expecting it to be open and county to 

maintain. The rainfall has not affected the road way at this point.  

 

Budget Discussion 

The board will ask the Finance Committee about Public Works budget being adopted at the line 

item level. Engineer Thomson stated he goes through his budget monthly and identifies 

shortfalls. He stated difficulties he was aware of when the county adopted Public Works budget 

at the line item level. He said Public Works is a reactive department and therefore it is very 

difficult to budget for unknowns.  
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Moses Meadows crushing will finish next week with no work until mid-April when it is dry enough 

to work the top. That project is still on the construction program and expenditures will be added 

to cover those costs.   

 

Commissioner Campbell summarized the Long Term Recovery Group request for County 

Landfill tipping fee waiver for 2015 fire victims. He said the question came up why FEMA funded 

2014 fire over a two year period and not the 2015 fire. Engineer Thomson stated he got a 6 

month extension and was told not to ask again for any additional extensions. If people have 

insurance that covers the cleanup and debris removal costs then they should utilize that first 

before contacting the LTRG for help. Ms. Power will contact Engineer and discuss further.  

 

Discussion – MOU General Rule 31.1 District Court, Judge Short 

Judge Charles Short, Darla, Tanya 

 

Judge Short assumed the GR 31.1 MOU was signed but it wasn’t until Judge Culp brought it up 

that he contacted to meet. 

 

It is in the best interest for the county and courts and could reduce the indemnity and liability 

risks to the county. They have limited access to records not subject to the public records act. 

The county cannot be on the hook under this MOU, like it is with the public records act. This 

would provide a road map to future employees. There was some discussion regarding the 

county code chapter 2.88 which limits the act due to the courts not being an agency. The courts 

are different from other county departments and from the county side could be a good thing in 

terms of liability. He opened up for questions or suggestions for language changes.  

 

Commissioner Campbell is not familiar with the issue. Commissioner DeTro stated the MOU is 

redundant as the rule exists without the commissioners signing the MOU. Judge Short stated 

the county code serves as a road map for other offices but this MOU addresses the general 

AOC language. He sent out a memo to other courts and he did not get any response other than 

from Kittitas County but appeared to be a different situation than this. He sensed that it was a d 

 

Ms. Craig stated she read General Rule 31.1 and did not see anything contained there that 

required the Board to sign the policies and procedures of the courts.  

 

The handling of the courts records would be clarified by this provision. The county records of the 

county mentioned in the MOU  

 

Judge Short is concerned when current staff leaves that there be some best practices 

guidelines for new staff that the MOU would lend that guidance to any new employees.  

 

Perry Huston explained some of the specific wording concerns articulated, that imply 

constitutional separation. In his mind, it should be streamlined and specific reference to the 

relevant point. Judge Short thought that would work. He would need to run the changes by 

Superior Court but he would be happy to look at it and work out some language changes that 
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would provide a certain comfort level. Judge Short asked for other questions or concerns the 

board might have.  

 

Approve Consent Agenda 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the consent agenda items, 1-3 as presented. Motion 

was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

1. Contract Amendment #1 – Okanogan County Conservation District  
2. Contract Amendment #1 – Lakeview Janitorial  
3. Resolution 98-2016 Supplemental Appropriation – Jail  

 
Review Meeting Minutes and Approve 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the commissioners proceedings of October 31, 

2016 and November 1, 2016. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 

Commissioners adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 


